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Don't miss Charles Ray in "The
Clodhopper," and "lightning Bryce"
at the Strand Monday. adv.mm nilTfeAiiThe Alma Record

BABCOCK A GROSSKOPF. PrapiirUra

Published Every Thursday Afternoon at Alma, Gratiot County, Michigan

H. S. BABCOCK Editor

Marriage of First Cousin.
First cousins may marry lo AU

hama. California, Colorado, Connecti-
cut, Delaware, Florida. Georgia. Ida
ho. Iowa. Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine,
Maryland. Massachusetts, Michigan,
Minnesota. Mississippi, Montana, Ne-

braska. New Mexico, New York, North
Carolina. Rhode Island, South Caro
Una, Tennessee, Texas, Utah. Ver-

mont, Virginia. West Virginia and
Wisconsin.

"Ccid fa tie MT'
U M aevta attack of sal Catarrh hs

ar aubject to fTaquaQt "coU
i- - (tt. w.4H Wi tinA that the nee or

CATARRH MaUICIH
bull u the yatem. cleanse the Woo
and render them less liable to colds.
Repeated attack of Acuta Catarrh mar

AW Dnii-nat- a Tie. Testimonial
liooo for any cat of eOTh thar.

HALL'S CATARRH MEDICIND will at
CUr'J. Cbeaey A Co., Toledo. Ohio.

See Wm. S. Hart at the Strand
Sunday. adv.

Every woman sRould see "Every-woman- ."

adv.

Charlie Chaplin--Stran- Saturday,
adv.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION
One copy, one year $2.00 One copy, three months .60
One copy, six months 1.00 Outside of State, one year $2.50

ALDNG
THE LINE
OF MARCHADVERTISING RATES

For dvertiinii rates apply for nrhmJuU.
Notice of church and Ih1k uriaU and entertainment where admution U charged,

mtular advertiinK ratm.
Obituary notices, i:i words frw, over that, one cent per word. All obituary poetry,

one rtnt iht word.
Clarified ads. one cent per word eacu lsu with a minimum price of 25 cenU,

rh in Movant-?- ; rr)itl.

(Copy for Th Department Supplied by National Headquarter of the American Legion)

The Record is entered at the postofficc
through the mail a second da matter.

OFFICIAL PAPER OF THE iiiiiiiiiiimimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiil:

PARTY PLATFORMS
Wo hoar much discussion of party platforms, and many

people pin their faith to what is
all the platform of any political m

We Still Have a Few .

Hay Loaders and Side
Delivery Rakes

Also

Pitchforks, Hand Rakes,
Hay Rope, Harpoon Forks,

Pulleys and
Myers' Hay Equipment

provisions are carried out. it is a poriocuy ras maun u pu
together a lot of loose promises in high soundinsj language, and
call them a platform, but it is quite another thing to carry out
those promises in the interests of good government. The thing
that actually counts is what the party accomplishes and not the
promises it makes.

The platform of the Democratic party for 1912 declared for
all sorts of reforms and was especially strong on declaring for
the reduction of the high cost of living. The platform of 191G

repeated. those declarations. Rut when it came to the carrying
out of these promises, that was a different matter. Not much
of anything was done.

To be specific, the Democratic platform just issued declares
for a budget system in very strong terms, but it did the same
thing in 1912 and in 1D1G. For six years the Democratic party
had control of the Senate, the House, and had a Democratic pres-
ident, but continued the most expensive administration we have
ever had with no budget system and no check upon expenditures.
Finally a Republican Congress passed a law providing for a bud-

get system and President Wilson, upon the advice of his southern
friends and backers, held it until it was too late for Congress to
act and then vetoed it, thus proving the entire insincerity of the
promises for a budget system.

Never before in the history of our country has so much
money been spent recklessly as in the past seven years. The ex-

pense of operating the government has been simply astounding,
and much of that money has been borrowed and must be paid
back by the generations yet to come.

It is easy to put a lot of theories into a platform, but what
we need is a few hardheaded business principles which are put
into actual operation. Study the party platforms and determine
for yourself how much is sincere and business-lik- e and how much
is camouflage; how much is in earnest and how much is playing
to the grandstand to get the vote of this, that or the other fac-

tion.
If the government of the United States is to continue we

must return to the principles embodied in the- - Declaration of In-

dependence by our forefathers and quit the bluffing around for
the benefit of any special interests. We must get back to the
idea of Lincoln of "a government of the people, by the people, for
the people."

IMPORTANT SCHOOL MEETING
The annual school meeting will be held next Monday even-

ing, July 12th, and it is a matter of a good deal of importanceto the citizens of Alma. The people of Alma have just cause to
be proud of their school system which ranks high among the
schools of the state. The school is the one democratic institu-
tion in which we are mutually interested and to which we all
look for the production of well-develop- ed American citizens with
high ideals, and right principles of living.

The boys and girls of today are to be the men and women
of the next generation and it is of vast importance that thev
shall be given the right kind of training for the great tasks which
will be theirs in managing the affairs of our country in the
years to come. America is going to continue great, or is goingto deteriorate according to the ideals which our children get in
their education of today. No country is ever better than the
ideals of its people.

The schools of Alma have been doing very effective work,but they have been very greatly overcrowded during the past few-year- s

on account of the rapid growth of the city, hence it is of
great importance that more room be provided, the school board
has very wisely selected certain sites as suitable for additional
school and playgrounds. They, with the Superintendent, have
given this matter very careful consideration and the propositionof purchasing will be put up to the voters at the annual meetingfor their consideration.

No greater service can be done to the City of Alma than to
provide ample school room and ample playground for the child-
ren. There is no question but that the City of Alma is bound to
grow, and we never can make the necessary school provision moil
cheaply than now. Every time we do something to make school
conditions better we do a real service to the country by aidingthe future men and women.

The school belongs to all of us. provides equal opportunitiesfor high and low. rich and poor. It is a public institution, sup-
ported at public expense, and for that reason we should ioin to
make it the best possible. Read carefully the recommendations
of the board, give them your careful thought and go to the
meeting prepared to do what is best for the bovs and girls of
Alma, whose education and success depends upon the vote of the
men and women of today.
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WITH THE
NATONAL

SERVICE MEN

munlty In which the number of work
tngnifn who Curry uuluu curd and ml
honorable discbarge from the nrmy
was not so numerous as in Kera
county. It would surprise him to know
that at least half of the men who went
Into the service from Kern county ara
or have been members of a labor union.

The resolution follows:
"Whereas, The American Legion la

an organization composed of men and
wo'men who gave their services to the
government of the United States or
one of the allied powers during the
great war; and

"Whereas. The American Legion is
organized for the purpose of promoting
the Interests of those who gave their
services to the country In that great
crisis ; and

"Whereas, The interests of the great
majority of the members of the Amer-
ican Legion, are known to be identical
with the alms anil aspirations of or
ga nl zed iHbor; therefore be It

"Itcsolved, Hy the Kern County La-
bor Council, in regular session assem-
bled, this 23rd day of December. 1919,
that we Indorse the American Legion
and recommend that all members of
local unions affiliated with this body
eligible for membership In the Ameri-
can Legion take their rightful places
as members of that organization."

FRENCH PAY TENDER TRIBUTE

Present Elaborate Certificates to Next
Kin of American Boys Who Died

In the War.

The French certificates, 113,409 ot,
which were distributed to the next kin,
of the American soldiers, sailors and
marines who died in the war, are beau-
tifully engraved diplomas typical of
the artistic nature of the French peo-
ple. The certificates were distributed
by the posts of the American Legion
with appropriate exercises on Wash-
ington's birthday, In expression of the
French government's appreciation of
the supreme sacrifice made by these
men. -- --

The principal figure of the group
symbolizes the soul and spirit of the
American army which helped France to
maintain alive the flame of the torch
of liberty and Justice.

The sword Is not In the scabbard but
ready at any moment to protect and
stanchly defend the weak and op-

pressed, who are symbolized In the
group to the left by a mother holding
her babv to her breast, and to insurti
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Certificate Prented to the Kin of
Americans.

freedom and Justice to the coming
generations, represented by the figure
of the kneeling loy, praying and thank-
ing Clod for deliverance.

At the right, the figure of a man,
chained and shackled, symbolizes the
spirit of evil Htnl the victory uvnr our
enemies. Also at the right, crowning
the spirit of America, stands "fJlory"
who rejoices with the old war veteran,
standing to the left of the principal
figure, symbolizing the armies, who are
always ready to fight for the good of
humanity.

Universal fame is symbolized by the
winged figure, flying over the group,
and trumpeting to the world, the great
triumph In which the United States
participated. The American engle,
posed on the staff of peace, watches
zealously and stands ready to swoop In
cas enemies again endeavor to disturb
the pouce of the world, so dearly ac-

quired.
The entire group Is framed by a bor-

der of oak and laurel leaves which are
always decteed to the victors.

At the foot of the cenotaph the flags
of France and America are draped and
Joined together hy a wreath, which is
the mark of gratitude and homage
which France pays to our sons who
gave their lives for liberty and Justice.

The lines engraved on the wall be-

hind the group are taken from one of
Victor Hugo's iMiems. and when trans-
lated read, "Those who died piously
for their country, have the right that
at their graves, th people come to
pray."

Humming blrdi are not found out
tide tbe Western hemisphere.

General Hardware and Implements
niiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin

HANDLES WAR RISK CLAIMS

Head of Service Division of the Amer-
ican Legion Has Had Exten-

sive Experience.

Charles F. Sheridan, head of the
service dlvlslou of the American

Legion ut tuition-u- l

headquarters,
Indianapolis, is a
native of Oswego,
New York, and
has had consid-
erable experience

-
I w f In the war risk

Insurance bureau
which enables
It I m t handle
with the great-
est dispatch the
thousands of war
risk claims that

constantly pass through his ollice.
Following hN graduatloji from Am-

herst college" Tri 1912, Mr. Sheridan
was engaged in the practice of law
in Syracuse. New York, under the
firm name of Sheridan & Sheridan,
when lie entered the service as a
private and served until November
101S, when he was commissioned a
lieutenant.

He was transferred by t tie war de-

partment to the war risk section, and
appointed a battalion sergeant major
of Infantry, December 1117. He
sailed for France' on Christmas day
of that year and was appointed regi-
mental sergeant major of Infantry
May. 191S.

His entire service overseas was with
the war risk section. From chief
clerk of the allotment department, he
was promoted to be assistant head,
and was finally appointed head
of the allotment department.

He was appointed chief of the spe-
cial service division of the bureau
of war risk Insurance on February
r. HUH, and continued in that posi-
tion in Washington until May. 119,
when he was appointed national war
risk otlicer of the American Legion.
He was appointed assistant national
secretary of the Legion and then di-

rector of the service division.

LABOR UNIONS FAVOR LEGION

Kern County, California, Labor Council
Recommends That All Members

Join World War Body.

While h number of isolated caes of
local unions taking action against the
American Legion have been given con-

siderable publicity in the press, practi-
cally nothing has been ald with regard
to the hundreds of local through the
country that have Indorsed the work of
the Legion. A story along this line whs
recently carried in the T'nlon Labor
Journal of Hakerstiold. Oil.. a follows:

There has been a disposition upon
the p:irt of some persons who nre none
too desirous of seeing a friendly spirit
developed between organized labor and
the American Legion who have gone
out of their way to make representa-
tions to the effect that union hib.tr is
antagonistic to the Legion. This sort
of misrepresentation has been indulged
in to the extent that fale reMrts have
been disseminated to the effect that la-

bor organizations have attacked the
American Legion in resolution of con-
demnation. In no lntnti'e have we
known of any such attitude upon the
part of a labor organization, nor do we
credit as truthful any report to that
effect. On the contrary organized la-

bor recognizes the fact that the treat
mass of the membership of the Ameri-
can Legion are working men to whom a
great debt Is owed by the natlou. It
rerognl7.es the further fart that tlie
Interests of the members of the Legloir
are Identical with those of the rest of
American working men.

The national executive committee as
well as the state executive committee,
of tbp American Legion has repudiated
the attempts of those who have sought1
to make the Legion an organization an-

tagonistic to labor, a thing which could
never be because of the fact tint from
the rahks of labor c.une the great ma-

jority of the young men who made up
the army of democracy.

t'nlon" labor has not sought to make
of the Legion a partisan of unionism
nor can it take kindly to the efforts of
Ihose designing ones who try to create
enmity between the American Legion
nnd organized labor.

1 Hiring the present week a statement
has gone from Itakerstb-l- to a certain
metropolitan paper to the effect that
the Kern County Labor Council hud In

n resolution denouieed the American
Legion. The report Is so maliciously
groundless that It could have been In-

spired only by a desire to intlueuee the
Legion and iabor organization else-

where into an attitude of antagonism.
The Sacramento Labor Council has

fids weHi passed a ringing resolution
of Indorsement of the American Legi n

and the Kern County Labor Council
has taken occasion U deny fhe canard
alleging enmity by stating In unequivo-
cal terms Its friendship for the Ameri-

can Legion. Its membership
purposes. In H resolution of Indorse-
ment.

We wonder If the author of the libel-

ous report that the Labor Coiiie M had
condemned the American Legion knows
what proportion of rhe men from this
community who served In the m'lttar.v
and naval forces was or now are mem-

bers of organized labor. If he h;el
certainly have picked out a en- -

LLINOR G. BAUCOCK Aaoeiat Editor

at Alma. for transmUaion

CITY OF ALMA. MICHIGAN

said in a platform. Rut after
party is important only as its

Alma. It will incidentals holn
part of the transaction will be
give you a sense of proprietor

Keep right yourself, and your er--
others to do the right thing.

FMSi Wl
I Melons. Vegetables, and

jJiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii:

j CALIFORNIA FRUITS
I MUSK MELONS
I PINEAPPLES
1 ORANGES I

I LEMONS I

The leading olitical parties have now formulated their plat-
forms and chosen their candidates for the next national election.
A few months still remain before that election will be held and
the people of the United States will thus be given a chance to ex-pre-

their preference as to party and candidates. Might it not
be well in the meantime for each of us, as citizens having the
right to vote, to make a careful study, in so far as we are able,of the principles for which each party and each candidate stand
and thus be in a position where we may vote intelligently when
the time comes.

SI
Ice Cream

o

And All Other Fruits
in Season

It is a fact that often the most worthy people are the most
unpretentious ones. Real worth does not have to blow a horn
and announce to the assembled mob that it is about to appear.
Though it may not always be recognized at first, time alwaystells the story and in the long run true worth is recognized.

When you feel that the world is against you and that youare carrying the heaviest load in the universe, iust stop for a
while and consider the weight of the burden which your neighbor
may be carrying with a smile, and then spend a little more time
counting your blessings. We get the best money can buy

1 fresh from the market in carload lots
niiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiliitiiH

If your Americanism is not strong enough so that you are
willing to make some personal sacrifice for your country, there
is something wrong with you and you better take an .inventoryof your qualifications for citizenship.

If all the "bolts" talked about at the Republican National
convention were pulled out at once by the "Nuts" who proposed
them, it would take an ocean of glue to hold the party platform
together.

Buy a lot and build a home in
the town, but the most important
to make you a property holder and
ship.

It's Easy to Sell Anything If
You will set a fair price on the article
tell the fads about it in a little WANT
AI). and then Rive your want the widest
publicity possible by using it in THE
ALMA RECORD.

iFOMTEHO EMO
1 Wholesale and Retail Fruit StoreOne sure sign of good citizenship is loyalty to one's home

town, one's state and nation.
ample will Ik? an inspiration to

nil


